\ - 



Maine Sunday Telegram , Novem ber 21, 1993 3C 

Conspiracy theories 
fill holes in probe 



• Many trying to 
understand the 
assassination still feel they 
weren’t given the truth. 

By SARA FRITZ 

Los Angeles Times 

WASHINGTON - Ever since 
1966, when Mark Lane wrote “Rush 
to Judgment,” the first commercially 
successful book critical of the War- 
ren Commission’s investigation into 
the assassination of President Ken- 
nedy, people of all political bents 
have launched their own theories. 

In the 30 years since the wrench- 
ing national tragedy, countless books 
have been published and numerous 
lives devoted to studying the 
evidence. 

But most of these efforts - like 
Oliver Stone’s “JFK,” which was 
based partly on the largely discre- 
dited investigation of the late New 
Orleans District Attorney Jim Garri- 
son - have themselves been vulner- 
able to criticism that they twisted the 
facts to prove a conspiracy. 

Typical of the way in which con- 
spiracy theorists thrive on the flaws 
of the Warren Commission report is 
the claim by Randolph H. Robertson, 
a Nashville radiologist, that post- 
mortem X-rays of Kennedy’s skull 
show a second bullet wound 

At the request of the Kennedy 
family, the commission did not pub- 
lish autopsy photographs of the late 
president Then-Chief Justice Earl 
Warren, the panel’s chairman and 
the only commissioner who viewed 
the photos, concluded that they were 
too gruesome for the public to see. 

Instead, the Warren Commission 
report included a sketch based on 
the autopsy surgeon’s recollections. 



Inaccuracies in that sketch have 
been at the heart of many challenges 
to the commission findings, includ- 
ing Robertson’s opinion that the 
shots that hit Kennedy came from 
two different directions. 

David W. Belin, a former staff 
attorney who has been the most 
outspoken among defenders of the 
Warren Commission, says that the 
panel’s “biggest mistake was to yield 
to the desires of the Kennedy family 
that the autopsy photos be kept out 
of the public domain.” 

James H. Johnston, who studied 
the case in 1976, thinks he has found 
in CIA documents evidence of a 
Castro-inspired plot to assassinate 
Kennedy: a photograph taken in 
Mexico City of a Cuban-born Ameri- 
can, Gilberto Policarpo Lopez, who is 
believed to have been in Dallas on 
Nov. 22 and to have fled to Cuba five 
days later. To Johnston, the evi- 
dence supports the theory that Cas- 
tro had several designated hit men 
in the United States. 

Likewise, John M. Newman, an 
Army msgor who teaches history at 
the University of Maryland and has 
reviewed all the CIA files that have 
been released so far, claims to have 
found evidence that the CIA was 
paying far closer attention to 
Oswald’s activities before the assas- 
sination than was acknowledged at 
the time. He contends his findings 
contribute to the view that the CIA 
had something to hide. 

And PBS’ “Frontline,” which con- 
ducted an extensive probe in prepar- 
ing a three-hour, 30th anniversary 
program, found an old photo show- 
ing Oswald in the company of David 
Feme, a man who figures in many 
conspiracy theories because of his 
ties to the anti-Castro movement 
and to Carlos Marcello, the New 
Orleans Mafia leader. 
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John F. Kennedy Jr M 3, salutes the casket of his father. His sister, Caroline, and his 
mother, Jacqueline, stand beside him. Edward and Robert Kennedy are in the 
background. 




Lyndon B. Johnson Is sworn in as president aboard 
the presidential plane at Dallas, with Jacqueline 
Kennedy at his side in her blood-stained pink suit. 
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Lee Harvey Oswald is shot and killed by 
Jack Ruby, right, at a Dallas police station 
on Nov. 24, 1963, two days after the 
assassination. 




